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and brilliance in the kingdom of Granada whose
history overflows with stories of noble and renowned
warriors, and their gallantry and loyalty which it would
be too long to record here. We shall see, in another
chapter, in speaking of the fall of Granada, examples
of this sublimity in courage, patriotism and qualities
which characterised the Andalusian chivalry. As an
example we cite the following historical event; the
Muslim knights besieged the Queen of Castille, wife
of Alphonso VII, in the fort of Azika in 1139 A.D.
(534 A.H.). The Queen reproached the Muslim
knights for their conduct andfor their dwant of courage
and character in attacking a fort defened by a woman.
The Muslim knights recognized the justice of this
reproach, and asked her only to look at them from a
window of the fort. When she did so the Muslim
knights saluted her with the greatest respect, raised
the siege and departed at once.
This is a short account of the principles and
institutions of chivalry, which reveals a great deal
about the characteristics of medieval society, its feel-
ings and mentality.
References
1 Feudalism is a political, social and military system which prevailed in
Europe in the Middle Ages. It appeared in the ninth century when central
governments were not able to dominate all the provinces subject to them.
The origin of the system is unknown, but it is a mixture of Roman Law of
ownership, the principles of dealings and personal relations. In a few words,
this system means that the land is the property of the throne which granted
it to princes and nobles who, in their turn, granted it to the people. Each
of these has political, military and financial rights and duties. This system
prevailed in the west of Europe till the thirteenth century. The Franks
were the first to apply it and to lay down for it established principles.
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* G. Miller: History Philosophically Illustrated, Ch. XIX.